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Auto Accidents and Traumatic Brain 
Injuries

According to the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, auto accidents are the third-

leading cause of traumatic brain injuries 

(TBIs) in the United States (falls rank #1). 

TBIs can range from mild concussions that 

clear up relatively quickly, to permanently 

disabling injuries and/or premature death.

Direct blows to the head (e.g., windshield, 

steering wheel, other wreckage) and 

whiplash—a sudden back-and-forth jerking 

of the neck and head—cause the brain to slam 

against the hard interior of the skull, leading to TBIs. TBIs can also result from objects that penetrate 

the skull.

As if trauma to the brain wasn’t enough, there may also be bleeding and swelling, which could 

necessitate surgery. Nerve damage is another common byproduct of TBIs.

The brain has four lobes: frontal, temporal, parietal, and occipital. Each is associated with different 

brain functions. The nature of a TBI may vary from person to person, depending on which lobe(s) was 

injured. TBIs can result in impaired motor skills and reasoning; diminished ability to process sensory 

information; memory loss; changes in personality; and compromised language skills and speech 

perception, among other conditions.

Reduce your risk of incurring an auto accident-related TBI:

• Always wear your seatbelt.

• Make sure your young child is properly secured in a child-safety seat.

• Never drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs (legal or illegal).

• Do not text and drive.

If you suffer a TBI due to another driver’s negligence, contact an auto accident attorney to protect your 

rights. An attorney can also determine if other factors, such as an automotive defect, played a role in 

your injury. ■
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Ever since Nick Matassini 
founded The Matassini 

Law Firm, P.A. in 1976, we 
have endeavored to provide 
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Matassini Law Firm.
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French Bread Pizza Mummies  
Yield: 4 servings; prep time: 5 mins.; cook time: 10 mins.; total time: 15 mins.

These easy-to-make French bread pizzas will elicit smiles from kids and grown-ups alike. And they taste good, too. 

Ingredients
• 8-oz. whole-wheat French bread baguette
• 1 cup marinara sauce

Gasparilla Music Festival is back again! The 2021 festival takes place in Curtis Hixon 
Waterfront Park and Kiley Gardens Park on October 1-3, featuring musical acts from a wide 
variety of genres on several stages and cuisine from the region’s top restaurants. Tickets are on 
sale at https://gasparillamusic.com/

Busch Gardens is back with another Bier Fest, making it the 4th annual event! From now until 
October 31, beer enthusiasts can sip on beer from their favorite breweries while enjoying the scenic 
view of rides, animals, and new attractions.

Dairy Joy’s motto is “Scooping joy since 1958”. We love the old time 
ice cream shop. There are so many flavors to choose from and the décor is wonderfully nostalgic.

Greenwise Publix is officially open in Downtown Tampa! This is NOT your average grocery store! 
They offer:

• Juice & Coffee Bar
• Taco Bar
• Sushi Bar
• Pizza Bar

• Salad Bar
• Wine & Beer Bar on tap!!! –  most important while you 

shop!

Welcome to the neighborhood! ■

What’s Happening In and Around Tampa Bay
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The best compliment we can receive is the trust you imply when sending a friend or relative to us in their time of need after 
getting injured in an accident.

 If someone you know is injured from a car accident, slip & fall, bike accident or has incurred another type of wrongful injury, 
call 813-879-6227 for a FREE consultation with an attorney about their case. 

Nicholas G. Matassini  ■

The Best Compliment

• 8 black olive slices (from 2 olives)
• 4 slices (.75 oz. each) mozzarella cheese

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 425°F.
2. Cut the bread in half lengthwise, then cut each half crosswise in 2 pieces to give you 4 pieces total.
3. Place the bread cut-side-up on a baking sheet. Spread 1/4 cup of marinara sauce on each piece.
4. Place 2 slices of olives on each pizza to make eyes. Randomly lay out mummy cheese strips over the sauce. Bake on the center rack 

until the cheese is melted and bubbling, and the bread is crisp (about 8 minutes).

Recipe courtesy of www.skinnytaste.com. ■



When choosing a criminal defense attorney, think about the attorney-client relationship like the doctor-

patient relationship. Like a patient meeting a prospective doctor, you are usually facing serious and very 

personal circumstances.

Oftentimes, you are in a position of having far less knowledge about your circumstances than the attorney. 

Placing trust in someone you do not know to represent you in court is not easy. With all of the lawyer 

advertising, uninformed opinions, etc., it’s natural to feel overwhelmed. There are a lot of very good criminal 

defense attorneys. Unfortunately, there are attorneys who aren’t so great. Like any big decision, you have to 

do your research. But here are a few points to consider:

1. Trust your gut. 
It may sound too simple, but use your instincts when evaluating any attorney.

Does the attorney seem like he/she wants to be there, or do you feel like just another “client?” Does the 

attorney take the time to listen to you and answer your questions? If you feel like he/she is not engaged with 

you or taking you seriously, chances are that lack of trust will always be there. This will make both of your 

jobs harder and take focus away from your case.

2. Ask questions, get answers. 
An attorney’s job is, not only to go to court on behalf of a client, but to educate the client so that they can 

make an informed decision. To truly know if you are making the right decision about the attorney, you 

have to be prepared to ask questions, know what you are looking for, and determine whether the attorney is 

knowledgeable enough to represent you. That does not mean that an attorney is “bad” if they cannot answer 

every, single question off the top of their heads. The law is voluminous, ever changing, and complex. When 

asking the attorney questions, you should be determining whether they seem knowledgeable, but also upfront 

about your circumstances. That being said…

Stay tuned next month for our remaining tips on how to choose your criminal defense attorney. ■
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Choosing Your Criminal Defense 
Attorney (PART 1 OF 2) 
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, medical malpractice, and other issues. It is for information purposes only and is not intended to 
be legal advice. Prior to acting on any information contained here, you should seek and retain competent counsel. The information in this newsletter may be freely copied and 
distributed as long as the newsletter is copied in its entirety.

Client Spotlight: 
Another 5 Star Review

We have used the Matassini Law Firm for 30 years since Nick Sr. Started it. They have helped me 

through very troubling times and everything always came out well for my family. They have been in 

Tampa for over 30 years. Using the Matassini Law Firm for whatever your legal needs might be will 

give you a positive outcome. They are caring and stick by you through everything. I stupidly used 

another attorney 15 years ago for a car accident and to this day I regret it. Going with Nick and his 

team you will achieve whatever legal outcome you need to make you and your family whole again. ■
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